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Before signing this form, please read the notes, and check whether you actually hold the copyright. Please make a
copy of the form for your own records.

1. Tick the first of these boxes that applies (i.e. if box A applies, do not tick either box B or C):
You must tick one of boxes A, B or C (see Note 2)

O A. One or more of the authors is an officer or employee of the US Federal Government, and the
article is therefore in the public domain.

O B. One or more of the authors is an officer or employee of the copyright holder (e.g. British
Government, CSIRO, Canadian Government) , who retains copyright, and this work was done in that
capacity.

Please give the full name and address of the copyright holder:

O C. One or more of the authors owns the copyright in the above-mentioned article.

2. I/we* certify that I/we/the body of which I am the authorized signatory* own(s) the copyright in the above-
mentioned article (where such copyright exists), and that the article has not been published elsewhere, including
publication on the World Wide Web, is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, and of which the copyright
has not been previously assigned.

Paragraph 3 does not apply if box A or B has been ticked

3. If the article is accepted for publication in Microbiology, then in consideration of the publication of the article,
I/we/the body of which I am the authorized signatory* assign(s) the present and/or future copyright in this article,
throughout the world and in any form and any language, to the publisher (Society for General Microbiology). This
assignment applies only to the extent allowable by law.

4. If the article is accepted for publication in Microbiology, then in consideration of the publication of the article,
I/we/the body of which I am the authorized signatory*:

(i) agree(s) that the publisher may seek payment of fees by corporate bodies or individuals for the privilege of
making copies of this article from the conventional printed form or from a form stored electronically, e.g. by on-line
access or document-delivery services.

(i1) agree(s) to indemnify the publisher in respect of claims made against it by third parties for copyright infringement
related to publication of the article, or concerning the authorship of the article or rights to publish the article.

5. I/we* certify that:

(i) the article is my/our* original work, has not been published before and is not being considered for publication
elsewhere;

(i1) I/we* have obtained permission for and acknowledged the source of excerpts from other copyright works
(relevant permission correspondence should be attached to this form);
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(ii1) to the best of my/our* knowledge the article contains no statements that are libellous, unlawful or in any other
way actionable;

(iv) all major sources of funding or other support have been acknowledged and no conflict of interest is known to
exist that could prejudice the article’s impartiality, or that any known potential conflict of interest has been fully
declared;

(v) all necessary approvals from institutional ethical and regulatory bodies have been obtained.
6. I/we* agree to abide by the following conditions of electronic publication:

In addition to publication of the article in conventional printed form, acceptance of this agreement also signifies
agreement to its publication and/or storage electronically. The publisher may also arrange to include the article in
electronic document-delivery services and databases.

When the article has been published in the journal, a PDF (portable document format) file of the accepted
manuscript may be mounted on the author’s own website or their institution’s website or on a centrally organized
repository (such as PubMed Central); however, this PDF must not be publicly available any sooner than 12
months after the online publication of the article and the author(s) must abide by the other conditions of
acceptance laid down by the journal and set out at http://mic.sgmjournals.org/misc/self archiving.dtl +

Furthermore, if the accepted manuscript is deposited in PubMed Central, in any other centrally organized repository
or on an individual’s or institution’s website, the following text (available as an RTF file from
http://mic.sgmjournals.org/misc/mic_self-archiving_statement.rtf) must be included on the first page:

This is an author manuscript that has been accepted for publication in Microbiology, copyright Society
for General Microbiology, but has not been copy-edited, formatted or proofed. Cite this article as
appearing in Microbiology. This version of the manuscript may not be duplicated or reproduced, other
than for personal use or within the rule of ‘Fair Use of Copyrighted Materials’ (section 17, Title 17, US
Code), without permission from the copyright owner, Society for General Microbiology. The Society for
General Microbiology disclaims any responsibility or liability for errors or omissions in this version of
the manuscript or in any version derived from it by any other parties. The final copy-edited, published
article, which is the version of record, can be found at http://mic.sgmjournals.org, and is freely available
without a subscription.

The PDF of the published version of the article must not be mounted on the author’s own website or their
institution’s website or on a centrally organized repository.t

The article must not be mounted on a server for the purpose of commercial sale or systematic external distribution by
a third party (e.g. via an e-print server).

7. I/we* assert the moral right to be identified as the author(s) of the article (see Note 7).

*Delete as appropriate.
1The conditions set out in these paragraphs are waived for those authors who have paid the immediate open access fee for their article.
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COPYRIGHT: NOTES FOR AUTHORS/COPYRIGHT OWNERS

1. The journal’s policy is for the publisher (Society for General Microbiology) to acquire copyright in all articles
published where this exists. This is because ownership of copyright by one organization tends to ensure maximum
international protection for the author and publisher against infringement, libel or plagiarism. It also enables the
publisher to provide for the widest possible dissemination of articles, and to deal efficiently with requests by third
parties to reproduce an article, or part of it, in accordance with a general policy which is sensitive both to any
relevant changes in international copyright legislation and to the general desirability of encouraging the
dissemination of knowledge.

2. To assign copyright to the publisher, the form should be signed by the copyright owner(s) and the entire form
should be returned to the Editorial Office by mail or fax. Where the copyright is held jointly by a number of
authors, the senior author may sign on behalf of co-authors who are not readily available provided that he or she
holds written consent from such co-authors to act on their behalf. If the copyright is not owned by the author(s),
e.g. where it is held by the author’s employer, box B in Paragraph 1 should be ticked and the form should be
signed by the copyright holder’s authorized agent.

3. If copyright is held by the author’s employer, the publisher requires non-exclusive permission to deal with requests
from third parties to reproduce the article or parts of it.

4. In assigning your copyright you are not forfeiting your proprietary rights, including patent rights. Nothing in this
agreement shall restrict your rights as the author(s) or, in the case of work written by an author in the course
of his or her employment, the employer’s rights, to revise, adapt, prepare derivative works, present orally or
otherwise make use of the contents of the article. You may do this without seeking the publisher’s permission,
provided that the journal is acknowledged as the original source. See Paragraph 6 above regarding electronic
publishing.

5. All requests to reproduce your article, or a substantial part of it, in another publication in any form will be subject
to your approval (which we will assume is given if you have not replied within four weeks of your approval being
sought).

6. Photocopying

It is permissible to make a single photocopy of your article for the purposes of private study or research without
seeking the permission of the publisher. However, unlicensed multiple copying without permission is illegal. The
Society for General Microbiology participates in a number of photocopying licensing schemes, including those
operated by the Copyright Licensing Agency (UK) and the Copyright Clearance Center (USA), non-profit-making
organizations which offer centralized licensing arrangements for photocopying.

7. The UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 requires that, for an author(s) to acquire the right to be properly
credited whenever the work is published (the ‘right of paternity’), the author(s) must assert this moral right in
writing.

8. All enquiries about copyright and requests to reproduce material published in the journal should be sent to the
Editorial Office.
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